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Abstract

Students of chemical engineering will find it hard to reconcile the poor image of “elf n safety’ in
the media with the very real challenges they know they will face in whatever field of chemical
and process engineering they will enter after graduation. In the last few years major incidents at
Texas City and Buncefield have reminded us all of the critical importance of plant integrity and
process safety. But to most people it seems that common sense risk management has been
overtaken by risk aversion and risk avoidance to an extent that it threatens to stifle innovation.
How do we get back to the time honoured principles of common sense, proportionality and
personal responsibility. Is this a job for communicator and motivational specialists to win hearts
and minds? Or is it a challenge which needs the skills and expertise of engineers? The answer of
course, is that it’s both!

Judith Hackitt CBE, FIChemE, FCGI, Chair of the Health and Safety Executive and Member of
IChemE will speak about the important balancing act which all engineers must perform in
meeting the challenges of Health and Safety in the 21* Century.
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College, London and is a Fellow of the Institution of Chemical Engineers, an Ordinary Member of
Council of the Institution of Chemical Engineers, a Fellow of the City and Guilds Institute and an
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